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ABSTRACT 
 

Disasters such as volcanic activities, earthquakes, floods, droughts, famines and cyclones have 

been a part of human civilization since ancient times. Technological innovation has led to the 

creation of permanent assets and infrastructure that are vulnerable to disasters. The twentieth 

century has seen these vulnerabilities grow manifold, with massive implications for human and 

environmental security. A substantial amount of scientific and material evidence indicate that 

the loss of lives and properties has increased exponentially over the past decades. This drastic 

increase in the number and intensity of disasters has serious ecological impacts such as 

environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity, as well as human impacts in the form of 

loss of life, livelihoods, etc. These challenges have forced the international community to adopt 

an innovative approach to disaster management. Against this background, the international 

community declared the decade of 1990-1999 as the International Decade for Natural Disaster 

Reduction (IDNDR) whose main objective was to reduce the loss of life and the property 

damage, especially in the developing countries through international cooperation.  

 

A review of the global scenarios on disasters was carried out in the 1990s. An assessment 

concluded that the economic losses due to natural disasters were increasing and this required 

an emphatic shift in the disaster reduction strategy. The Yokohama Strategy and the Plan of 

Action for a Safer World (1994) provided a landmark guidance on the disaster risk reduction. 

At the end of the IDNDR, International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) was launched 

in 2000 by the Economic and Social Council as an inter-agency task force on disaster risk 

reduction. It serves as a focal point within the United Nations to promote awareness, 

partnership, commitment, knowledge, partnership and networking on disaster risk reduction 

while building on the Yokohama strategy. Despite the establishment of ISDR, the countries 

continued to witness devastating impacts of disasters due to which in 2005, a ten-year plan of 

action through “Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015” was agreed upon to substantially 

reduce disaster risk globally. It had an overarching goal to build resilience of nations by 

substantively reducing the disaster losses. In 2015, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction (SFDRR) was adopted for a period of 15 years which focuses on disaster risk 

reduction and management. The international organizations are the key players in 

implementing the agenda of SFDRR.  

 



 
 

Nation states have made pledges and committed to the implementation of international disaster 

risk reduction frameworks through substantial policy changes. Alongside the global 

institutions, the regional organizations aim to build the regional as well as national capacities 

through cooperation. The role of intergovernmental organizations have led to the emergence 

of collective response to mitigate disasters. India has played an important role in the 

international institutions and regional organizations to address the challenges posed due to 

disasters. There is scope to understand the role of India’s soft power in its disaster diplomacy. 

This study seeks to explore the role of international institutions in implementing disaster risk 

reduction strategy which is intrinsically linked to neoliberal institutionalism. It further explores 

the role of institutions in disaster governance and policy implementation, especially by 

delineating disaster-related aspects such as disaster risk reduction and disaster risk 

management. It attempts to review the international and regional disaster risk reduction 

frameworks and assess different aspects of disaster governance (policies, institutions, actors, 

etc.) from global, regional, national and local perspectives. The research also attempts at 

understanding the role of India in international and regional cooperation on disaster 

governance, even while assessing its national-level policies on disaster risk reduction.  

 

The discourse on disaster governance is focused on the arrangements, role, relationship of the 

stakeholders involved in disaster governance. This research utilizes the existing International 

Relations theory to understand the regimes and the disaster governance systems. It further 

attempts to conceptualize the environmental security in respect to disasters and its implications 

for ecological security and human security. In order to understand the conceptual framework 

of international institutions and regional organizations on disasters, this study attempts to apply 

various concepts and theories to assess states’ behaviour when it comes to disaster governance. 

It looks into India’s role in contributing to global disaster governance policy formulation, and 

assistance as well as the application of international frameworks in India’s own national 

disaster policy. It constructs a basis for future assessment of the international disaster risk 

reduction frameworks and the role of institutions and various stakeholders (both state and non-

state) in implementing these frameworks. 
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