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ABSTRACT

The dissertation on the theme “Role of Non-State Actors in Global Climate Governance and its
perspectives and challenges” has made a modest attempt to explore the participation of non-state
actors in global climate governance. This has been steered by various mechanisms and response
measures marked by the representation of non-state actors at all levels of governance —
international, regional, national, local, etc. Therefore, this transformation within global climate
governance is mainly focused on influencing the international climate change negotiations
process, their outcomes and implementation. In addition to the states, the expansion of climate
governance to include other actors leads to a greater involvement of non-state actors in better
facilitating various interests in international climate policy. In this context, the dissertation has
sought to assess the growing role of non-state actors in global climate governance, especially
within the purview of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) negotiations process. The UNFCCC has given recognition to non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), classifying them into several constituencies and providing them
admission to the Convention bodies. They have formed themselves into loose groups with
diverse but broadly clustered interests or perspectives during the negotiation processes such as
Business and Industry NGOs (BINGO), Environmental NGOs, Research & Independent NGOs,

etc.

The study aims to explore the role of the non-state actors in global climate governance, not only
through theoretical and conceptual frameworks, but also by assessing the rationale and the
historical context about the participation of the non-state actors within the UNFCCC processes.
Furthermore, the study not only critically analyses the implications of participation of non-state
actors in the UNFCCC negotiations but also assesses the challenges and the future prospects that
are associated with their participation within the UNFCCC. A section of the study also focuses
on the role of Indian non-state actors in the UNFCCC processes. The study has been undertaken
to explore the agenda setting, decision making process and implementation processes of the non-
state actors in global climate governance. The focus on the participation of the Indian non-
governmental organizations is accompanied by a comparative assessment of the contrast in the
nature of participation of the non-governmental organizations from the Global North and the

Global South.
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Global climate governance indicates the mechanisms, diplomacy, and response measures focused
at directing the social, political and economic systems towards mitigating, preventing or adapting
to the risks posed by climate change. The political sphere in relation to global climate
governance is defined as the organized multilateral sector where actors can come together and
negotiate on how to find solutions to a transnational problem. The UNFCCC is one of the
governing bodies which provides a structure and a platform for entities to come together and

negotiate in a particular fashion.

The inclusion of civil society in the discussions on global environmental and climate governance
outlines certain actions for development in a very sustainable manner leading to a pathway for
productive engagement. The Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), along with the government are
an integral part of policy formulation and implementation. For instance, in countries such as
India, these organizations are frontline actors in approaching the government's adaptation and
mitigation policies using community-based frameworks. According to the concept of private
authority, these organizations have the available material capabilities along with the intention
and the freedom to use them at their will. This significantly drives the private actors to engage in
establishing standards, providing welfare as well as security at a transnational level.

The constituency of BINGOs has a wider range of member organizations in great diversity in
terms of forwarding their interests as well as lending help in setting the agendas and mandates.
This inclusion provides the companies and business groups with vast resources in effectively
communicating and advocating their views and agendas with that of the policy makers. The
Environmental NGOs (ENGOs), on the other hand also play an important role in establishing
and enforcing environmental priorities. Along with enhancing the efficiency of international
laws, they also help decide the priorities and enforce international norms. The role of ENGOs
includes being independent bargainers and contributing to the available information and
perspectives prevalent during policy formulation along with the articulation of universal and

contextual perspectives, especially pertaining to the impacts of and solutions to climate change.

India’s positions and interests in the international climate change discussions have been clear
from the beginning and eventually it managed to secure support from the developing countries

too on issues such as equity, climate finance, climate justice, etc. With large parts of Indian
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territory being vulnerable to harsh climatic conditions, the various mitigation activities have been
carried out not only by the government but also by the civil society and non-governmental
organizations. They are a significant player in the formulation and implementation of policies for
the country with assistance in the form of research and policy advocacy; adaptation measures

based on community and grassroots mobilizations, etc.

The issue of climate change is a complex one which requires close coordination between a wide
range of actors. The negotiations for climate change action over the decades have shown the lack
of political will among the state actors to meet the promises they make during the negotiations.
In this background, the participation of non-state actors is seen as critical in addressing the
problem of climate change and contributing to the global governance frameworks for mitigating

the climate crisis.
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