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ABSTRACT 

The dissertation on the theme ‘Israel’s Foreign Policy Orientation Towards West Asia’ is a 

collection of various perceptions and history that shape its relations with the other countries 

in the region. The geostrategic importance of the region and the geopolitical confrontations 

has opened up numerous debates over the years about the region. Foreign Policy 

interpretations require a backing of theoretical perceptions in the realm of international 

relations. Israel’s foreign policy is backed by various national interests that are embedded in 

its history, perceptions and geographic ambience. There are few glimpses of Israel’s foreign 

policy and the primary attraction is diplomacy. A diplomatic channel connects Israel with the 

rest of the regional countries.  

The dissertation work has also tried to look into the earlier Israeli perceptions about the Arabs 

and vice versa. The Arabs never were ready to have talks or negotiations with Israel but that 

changed last year in 2020 with the Abraham Accord. This normalisation has indicated that 

Israel does not aim to remain hostile and isolated in the region especially when Iran has 

increasingly extended its presence and the activities of the non-state actors like Hezbollah 

have been at the forefront. On the domestic front, there were few negative patterns such as 

instability of the government that has affected the foreign policy apparatus.  

The regional environment of West Asia has two patterns of amity and enmity that is Israel’s 

relations with countries like Iran, Turkey, Syria and Lebanon and non-state actors have 

strained the relationship whereas Israel’s relations with the recent normalised countries like 

UAE and Bahrain represents cordial relations. The coordination and cooperation is not 

essentially a route to peace unless there is a solution to some of the crucial debates on 

Palestinian issue and dealings with Iran. Another aspect that comes into the picture while 

talking about normalisation is the involvement of the USA in the agreement. The actors 

involved in the agreement perceive it differently and following their national interest. One of 

the key and collective interests between the actors was regarding Iran’s emergence as a 

regional threat.  

The research does a modest attempt to understand the perceptions, challenges and future of 

the relationship between the countries in the region. Another crucial point in the work is 

Israel’s Foreign Policy outlook and relations with the particular countries in the region. It 
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gives an overall understanding of the regional dynamics of Israel and glimpses of a few 

governments which had led to major developments in the foreign policy of the country.   
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