Manipal Academy of Higher Education
Impressions@MAHE

University Departments MAHE Student Work

Spring 5-1-2021

Israel's Foreign Policy Orientations Towards West Asia

Krupa Susan Varghese

Follow this and additional works at: https://impressions.manipal.edu/maheud

b Part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons


https://impressions.manipal.edu/
https://impressions.manipal.edu/maheud
https://impressions.manipal.edu/student-work
https://impressions.manipal.edu/maheud?utm_source=impressions.manipal.edu%2Fmaheud%2F48&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=impressions.manipal.edu%2Fmaheud%2F48&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ISRAEL’S FOREIGN POLICY
ORIENTATION TOWARDS WEST ASIA

KRUPA SUSAN VARGHESE

Department of Geopolitics and International Relations
Manipal Academy of Higher Education

Manipal
June, 2021



Manipal Academy of Higher Education
Department of Geopolitics and International Relations

ISRAEL’S FOREIGN POLICY
ORIENTATION TOWARDS WEST ASIA

A Dissertation Submitted to the Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations in Partial Fulfilment for Master’s
Degree in Geopolitics and International Relations

Supervisor
DR. NANDA KISHOR M S

By
KRUPA SUSAN VARGHESE

June, 2021



@MANIPAL

ACADEMY of HIGHER FDUCATION

e s ot e s

B T I T

Date: ’4 June 2021
DECLARATION

| dectare tat the dissertation entitied “Israed’s Forviga Policy Orientation tewards West
Asin” schenitied by me for the award of the degree of Master of Arts in Geopolities wnd
Imematonsl Relsioms of Mamipal Academy of Higher Education is my oun work The
dissertation has oot been sshmised for any other degroe of thix University or any ather
Universiy,

B

(Krupa Susan Verghese)

CERTIFICATE
I recommend that this divseriatxm be placed before the examinery foc evabustion.

Department of Geopolitics and Intermationsl Rebations

COEUAP Diadeiing, Motz - 57N 104, W arrads
A 01 U2, e fan V)00 25002 sl sesdi b sibtmie yml o, proge ke ssadasianind ot wemsiangel e



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

If | forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth, if 1 do not remember you if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy! (Psalms 137:
5-6) These lines have always encouraged me to develop my interest in the region of Israel.
Discovering the land of Israel where the roots of three Abrahamic religions have created an
impact on the West Asian region brings me to dig into the possibilities of Israel’s connection

with the others in the same region.

I would like to thank The Almighty for showering his blessings throughout my dissertation
work. Also, extend my sincere gratitude to my parents who have shown keen interest and
supported me to take up this dissertation work with full dedication.

I’m indebted to Dr. Nanda Kishor M S, Head of the Department and my mentor, guide for
providing me with valuable instructions, encouragement and also equipping me to understand
the region throughout my course and for dissertation work. His dedication, keen interest,
scholarly advice and scrutiny is the sole reason for the timely completion of my work.

| express my gratitude to Dr. W Lawrence S. Prabhakar and Dr. Mohan Varughese for their
constant support and well wishes for the completion of this work. They both have instilled in

me a sense of responsibility to follow my passion for researching on Israel.

I would like to acknowledge my classmates, friends and seniors for their constant support and
motivation that have inspired me to complete the work. Also, | would like to appreciate my
other professors Dr. Anand V, Dr. Dhanasree Jayaram, Dr. Ravidranathan and Dr. Monish

Tourangbam for their constant support and encouragement.



ABBREVIATIONS

GCC Gulf Cooperation Council

ILA Israel Land Authority

INSS Institute for National Security Studies
ISIS Islamic State of Irag and the Levant
IRENA International Renewable Energy Agency
JCPOA Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
NPT Nuclear Non- Proliferation Treaty

PA Palestinian Authority

PLO Palestine Liberation Organisation
UAE United Arab Emirates

UNSC United Nations Security Council

us United States

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republic



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Contents Page
D ol 1 1 [ ) s D P |
ACKNOWIEdZEMENT. ...t e I
A DD VIALIONS. . ..ottt e 1l
Table Of Contents. ... ..o e, IV-VI
ADSTIACT. ... VII-VIII
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION (1-9)
1.1.Background ..o 1
1.2.Survey of LIterature ..........o.oeiriirie e 2-6
1.3 RESEAICN GaP ..ovieiti e 6-7
1.4. Objectives of the Study ... 7
1.5. Significance of the Study ...........ccooiiiiiiii 7
1.6. Relevance of the Study ..........c..ooiiiiiiii e, 7-8
1.7. Methodology used inthe Study .............ooiiiiiiiiiiiie 8
1.8. Limitation of the Study ..o 8
1.9. Delimitation of the Study ............cooiiiii 8-9

CHAPTER 2: THEORETICAL INTERPRETATION OF ISRAEL’S FOREIGN POLICY

(10-19)
2.1. Regional Security Complex Theory and Israel’s Foreign Policy ......... 11-14
2.2. Neorealist Approach in Israel’s Foreign Policy ..................cooiiiii. 14-16
2.3. Neoliberalism and Israel’s Foreign Policy ................coooiiiiiiiiiiin, 16-18
2.4. Constructivism and Foreign Policy of Israel ........................ooeeel. 18-19
CHAPTER 3: ISRAEL’S NATIONAL INTEREST AND ITS CORRELATION

WITH FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES IN WEST ASIA (20-30)

3.1. Foreign Policy Objectives of Israel in West Asia ....................oeeee. 21-23

v



3.2. Interpretation of National Interest Through Various
Wars and the Adoption of Foreign Policy inlsrael ............................ 23-26
3.3. Foreign Policy Perceptions and Domestic Ambience of Israel ............ 26-30

CHAPTER 4: ISRAEL’S FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS INDIVIDUAL NATIONS IN

WEST ASIA (31-45)
4.1. The Contours of Trust in the form of Abraham Accord ..................... 33-37
4.1.1. Israel and UAE ... 33-35
4.1.2. Israel and Bahrain ... 35-37
4.2. The Strained Relations in West Asia Corridor ...........coovviiiiiiiiiinnnne. 37-45
4.2.1. Israel and TUrkey ........ccooiniiiiiiiiii e 38- 39
422.1srael and Tran ..o, 39-41
4.2.3. Israel and Syria ......ooeiuiiniii i 41-43
4.2.4. Israel and Lebanon ...........c..cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee 43-45

5.1. Historical Challenges ...........cooiviiiiiiiiiiiii e 46-49
5.1.1. Independence and WarsS ...........cooviveiriiiiiniiii e, 46-47
5.1.2. Territorial expansionist POICY ............coovviiiiiiiiiiiieiinn, 47-48
5.1.3. Fear of nuclear Israel ... 48-49
5.1.4. Uncertainties surrounding the emerging power of Israel ............ 49

5.2. Structural Challenges ...........coiiiiiiiiiiii e 50-51
5.2.1. The Over exemplary power of the PM and Limited

Role of the Ministry of Foreign Policy ...................ocooeinil. 50-51
5.2.2. Influence of Great POWer ... 51



5.3. Core Arguments and ISSUES ..........oviriniiniiriiiie e, 51-55

5.3.1. Israel- Arab ISSUE ......ooieieiei i 52
5.3.2. Israel- Tranian ISSUE ........ooveieiei i 52-53
5.3.3.1Israel- TUrKeY ISSUE .....ooveiee e 53-54
5.3.4. Israel- Palesting ISSUE ..........coieiiiiiiiii, 54-55
5.3.5. Impact of non-state actors ...............ooooiiiiiiiii 55

CHAPTER 6: FUTURE TRAJECTORY OF ISRAEL’S FOREIGN POLICY IN WEST

ASIA (56-61)
6.1. Scope of Israel- Arab relations and the Areas of Cooperation ............ 56-58
6.1.1. Arenas of Cooperation between Israel and Arab countries ......... 57-58

6.2. The Possible Future of Israel- Palestine Issue

Especiallyinthe Biden Era ... 58-60

6.3. Israel’s Uncompromising Stance on Iran’s Nuclear Issue ................... 60-61

CHAPTER 7: CONCLUSION 62-64
REFERENCES ... e I- X111

LIST OF MAPS

\



ABSTRACT

The dissertation on the theme ‘Israel’s Foreign Policy Orientation Towards West Asia’ is a
collection of various perceptions and history that shape its relations with the other countries
in the region. The geostrategic importance of the region and the geopolitical confrontations
has opened up numerous debates over the years about the region. Foreign Policy
interpretations require a backing of theoretical perceptions in the realm of international
relations. Israel’s foreign policy is backed by various national interests that are embedded in
its history, perceptions and geographic ambience. There are few glimpses of Israel’s foreign
policy and the primary attraction is diplomacy. A diplomatic channel connects Israel with the
rest of the regional countries.

The dissertation work has also tried to look into the earlier Israeli perceptions about the Arabs
and vice versa. The Arabs never were ready to have talks or negotiations with Israel but that
changed last year in 2020 with the Abraham Accord. This normalisation has indicated that
Israel does not aim to remain hostile and isolated in the region especially when Iran has
increasingly extended its presence and the activities of the non-state actors like Hezbollah
have been at the forefront. On the domestic front, there were few negative patterns such as

instability of the government that has affected the foreign policy apparatus.

The regional environment of West Asia has two patterns of amity and enmity that is Israel’s
relations with countries like Iran, Turkey, Syria and Lebanon and non-state actors have
strained the relationship whereas Israel’s relations with the recent normalised countries like
UAE and Bahrain represents cordial relations. The coordination and cooperation is not
essentially a route to peace unless there is a solution to some of the crucial debates on
Palestinian issue and dealings with Iran. Another aspect that comes into the picture while
talking about normalisation is the involvement of the USA in the agreement. The actors
involved in the agreement perceive it differently and following their national interest. One of
the key and collective interests between the actors was regarding Iran’s emergence as a

regional threat.

The research does a modest attempt to understand the perceptions, challenges and future of
the relationship between the countries in the region. Another crucial point in the work is

Israel’s Foreign Policy outlook and relations with the particular countries in the region. It
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gives an overall understanding of the regional dynamics of Israel and glimpses of a few

governments which had led to major developments in the foreign policy of the country.
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