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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation is an attempt to approach the understanding of ISIS, its future, and what 

relevance it holds from an Indian perspective, methodically and comprehensively. The purpose 

of this study is to shed light on the entirety of ISIS and the reasons behind it becoming the 

world’s most violent terrorist organization at one point in time. Drawing from the group’s 

history, their actions, and consequent global reactions, to their current state, an effort is made 

to map the future challenges they pose to the fight against terrorism. By discussing ISIS’s 

distinctive operation style, its military and political organization, and its strong digital presence, 

this work aims to trace their journey and rise to prominence. ISIS moved into dangerous 

territory when they declared themselves a state, robbing them of the traditional terrorist 

organization refuge- of being a stateless, formless, and unpredictable entity that wreaked havoc 

and functioned devoid of logic or rationality. There is limited study on the implications of the 

fall of ISIS and the repercussions it has outside of the region, especially its growing presence 

in South Asia. Most importantly, a terrorist organization with a strong ideological presence is 

not completely defeated just by the killing of its members and the group being dormant, though 

they might have fallen. According to several pieces of works of literature, ISIS is seen as an 

inspiration by many other extremist groups and is said to be responsible for the re-emergence 

and resurgence of various terrorist groups around the world, in different forms and factions. 

The analysis done in this paper has revealed that even after effective and successful counter-

ISIS efforts by regional and international actors, the terrorist organization is still actively 

reorganizing in Iraq and Syria, where it had a full-blown presence until 2017. Another 

concerning fact is the growing prominence of their extended factions in Africa and Asia. 

Despite being weakened systematically over the years, ISIS has not been defeated and is on the 

verge of resurgence, only in more unpredictable forms and in no timely manner. The onset of 

the pandemic and the resultant geopolitical shifts in the world, have only strengthened their 

efforts and exposed them to dangerous avenues that they can easily take advantage of if nations 

do not pay heed to the looming danger they pose and act accordingly. 

 

 


