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ABSTRACT 
 

The study on the theme ‘Implications of Environmental Change for Eastern Africa’s Security’ 

is an attempt to assess and analyse the changing security aspects of Eastern Africa like national 

security, human security, and food and resource security along with the changing 

environmental conditions of the region. This study takes into account four specific countries of 

Eastern Africa – Somalia, South Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya. These four countries have been 

particularly chosen for this research because of their geographical positions and proximity to 

each other as well as shared concerns. The four countries are also the victims of various threats 

due to spillover effects from security concerns of the neighboring countries. 

The countries of Eastern Africa have been torn by different types of conflicts for decades. The 

political and socio-economic stability of the region is critically affected by civil wars, terrorism, 

ethnic conflicts, and other forms of violence. At the same time, it is economically highly 

dependent on agriculture, accounting for a large proportion of the Gross Domestic Product of 

the region’s countries, as well as central to livelihood security. The effects of human and 

environmental factors combined have disrupted the lives for the region’s inhabitants. The 

region, consisting of developing and least developed countries, does not have adequate capacity 

and infrastructure to cope with the first and second order impacts (including security 

implications) of environmental change on their own. Rather, the security conditions these 

countries have been facing for decades have aggravated and triggered more conflicts leading 

up to an endless loop of national and human insecurity, lack of development opportunities, 

different types of conflicts, mismanagement by the governments, natural hazards, resource 

scarcity etc. 

The region of Eastern Africa has been plagued by many issues for years but it is one of the least 

emitters of greenhouse gases in comparison to other countries. But the region remains one of the 

worst sufferers of climate and environmental change, be it because of historical developments 

(such as colonial legacies or civil wars), or be it because it has remained as an under-developed 

and neglected region. Eastern Africa’s biodiversity is under the threat of becoming endangered, 

or even extinct and its natural resources have been overutilized or degraded because of wars 

and conflicts, increasing population and migration, and natural hazards, among others. 

In addition to the above-mentioned factors, this governments in the region have not been able 

to address the root causes of conflicts, or newer challenges that influence the conflicts in many 
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ways. The four countries have a history of unstable and constantly changing governments, 

political and ethnic clashes which have led to many violent conflicts in the past; and these 

disputes and conflicts are far from resolved even today in many parts of the region, such as in 

Somalia and South Sudan. Thus, one of the underlying reasons of such insecurities plaguing 

these four countries are weak states and governments that have weak organisation of security 

mostly due to the lack of lack authority and legitimacy. 

For years the United Nations Organisation has been conducting peacebuilding, peace keeping 

and climate adaptation operations in the region of Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and South Sudan. 

Even the UN admits that their peacekeeping operations and sustainable development initiatives 

in the region are being hampered by environmental and climate change. Similarly, regional 

organisations such as the African Union, East African Community, and Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development, etc. have also been trying to tackle various security concerns in the 

region. 

This research study has made use of International Relations theories (such as Regional Security 

Complex Theory) and concepts (from security studies) in an attempt to analyse the security 

implications of environmental change in Eastern Africa. These theories and concepts have been 

used to analyse the extent to which the security situation has deteriorated due to environmental 

factors. Moreover, these countries of Eastern Africa are extremely important for the economy 

of Africa and for the world, especially due to the richness of their natural resources. It is 

important note here that even though environmental change may not be the cause for conflicts 

in the region; nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge and address in what ways do 

environmental factors exacerbate or complicate security matters of the four countries, and the 

region at large. 

In this context this research makes a modest attempt at assessing the threats faced by Eastern 

Africa. Keeping in mind the historical events of these four countries, this the study identifies 

the main security concerns that have been plaguing this region for decades. The central 

objective of this study is to understand and analyse the linkages between environmental and 

human actions which have played a role in deteriorating the security dynamics of the four 

countries in particular. This study elaborates and examines the role played by the international 

and regional organisations in Eastern Africa, and their policies and adaptation strategies for 

managing environmental problems in consonance with the security situation. It also analyses 

the futuristic possibilities and effects of environmental change in Eastern Africa and the actions 
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undertaken by international organizations to ensure a sustainable future and 

livelihood security, which could contribute to peace and stability in the region. 
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