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ABSTRACT

The regionalization of international politics transpired with the end of the Cold War. Distinct
regional systems formed as a factor of the power structure shared by local actors and the
influence of extra regional powers. The dynamics of the emerging Asian system comprising of
sub-regional groups of Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, and South Asia is determined by the
rise of China as an interconnecting core of the system. In addition, the creation of the maritime
Indo-Pacific regional construct explores the crucial role of the United States as an external
balancing power in Asia in determining the future of the Sino-centric Asian system. China’s
aspirations to be a regional hegemon in Asia has increased the potential for geopolitical
skirmishes with the United States. However, the power structure of Asian system exhibits the
characteristic of a multipolar system not solely defined by the Sino-US relationship. The
balance of power within the Asian system is also affected by the presence of the middle powers
such as Japan that command limited regional influence. These dynamics have given way to a

renewed great power competition in the contemporary era.

The geopolitics in Northeast Asia is turning increasingly complex as perception gaps prevail
among the nations of the region with respect to each other’s capabilities and intentions. The
increasing power projection capabilities of China, strengthening bonhomie between China and
Russia, China’s territorial ambitions over Taiwan and the East China Sea, nuclear threats by
the North Korean dictatorship, and an emerging rift between Japan and South Korea has
affected the dynamics of the power structure in Northeast Asia. Furthermore, the renewed great
power competition in the contemporary era is accelerating the strategic divide in the region.
On account of these developments, Japan as a strategic player in Northeast Asia is transitioning
from its traditional pacifist security strategy towards normalizing its security arrangements.
Japan’s threat perception has motivated the revival of a proactive security posture and its
strategic apparatus is keen for the island nation to play an active role in shaping the regional
security architecture in the twenty-first century.

During the Cold war period, Japan had played a minimum role in defining regional security in
Northeast Asia. Besides, Japan’s security strategy at the time was oriented as per the Yoshida
Doctrine, which emphasized greater reliance on the bilateral security alliance with the United
States for ensuring the island nation’s security requirements. However, Japan’s security
strategy is evolving in consonance with the global events and processes of significance

following the collapse of the Soviet Union such as the inception of the United States-led
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international order in its immediate aftermath, the development of North Korea’s nuclear
weapons program, the comprehensive military modernization initiative conceived by China
following the Taiwan Strait crisis, joint research and development with the United States on
ballistic missile defense, the United States-led global war on terror followed by its military
operations in Irag, the recognition of China as an emerging economic power following the 2008
financial crisis, China’s aggressive territorial claims in East and South China Seas under
President Xi Jinping, the creation of the Indo-Pacific construct by major maritime powers in
the Indian Ocean and the Western Pacific regions, and the incorporation of emerging

technologies and modern systems in warfare.

The efforts of the executive branch of Japan in transforming its security policy can be traced
from the rule of Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi. The pacifism and self-imposed barrier
dictating the security policy in the past century has been superseded by Japan’s intent to be a
responsible actor in the global affairs in the present century. Of special importance, is his
expansion of the role played by Japan’s Self-Defense Forces to participate in international
operations without any overt changes to the Japanese Constitution. This was significant in
assisting Japan’s security orientation to drift away from its pacifist nature and left a significant
mark on the security policies of the successive administrations. Particularly relevant is the
policies of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe whose efforts were reflected in the improvement of the
capabilities of the Self-Defense Forces, deepening bilateral and multilateral prospects with the
United States, reinterpretation of the Article 9 of the constitution in one of the landmark
developments in Japan’s history, enhancement of partnerships with other major maritime
regional powers of the Indo-Pacific, and the setting up of various financial institutions and
economic initiatives to create alternative paths for sustainable development among smaller

nations of the Indo-Pacific region.

The efforts of normalization of security in Japan pose significant implications to the balance
of power and the stability of the Northeast Asian regional security architecture. The
normalization and modernization of Japan’s self-defense forces provides the nation with the
arsenal to be the proactive in the region and sustain its aspirations for regional politics and the

international security order.
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