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ABSTRACT

The research on the theme “India’s Military Modernization” is an attempt to study the
ongoing modernization attempt by India in the twenty-first century. Over the years, Indian
Armed forces has evolved its capabilities, which has largely been influenced by its threat
perception in immediate neighborhood. India is the world's most populous democracy and
with its diverse societal mix and central geostrategic position. It is central to economic and
strategic considerations of the Asian and Indo-Pacific. India’s unique land borders with
China, Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh, combined with its aspirations for strategic
dominance in the Indian Ocean and nuclear weapons and a principle of strategic autonomy,

add to the stated desire for greater self-reliance on defense.

In the past decade, developments in India's immediate neighborhood have led India to
examine its foreign and security policies carefully. There is an immense need to quickly
modernize the Indian Armed Forces, as expressed in a range of core steps the Indian
government has so far adopted, including "Made in India," in order to cope with the dynamic
security threat raised by its aggressive neighborhood. It has become obvious in the regional
security context that China is India's most powerful military threat — because its nuclear,
missile or military hardware advantages surpass that of India. Moreover, the link between
China and Pakistan and increased strategic engagement between the two have enhanced the
likelihood of India facing a two-front war in the future. The recent changes in India's

immediate neighborhood have prompted the country to review its foreign and security policy.

The necessity for quick modernization of the Indian Armed Forces is generally recognized, as
seen by some of the important efforts undertaken by the Indian government to date, such as
‘Make in India', to address the problem. Armed forces modernization is a complicated
process that involves all potential improvements in material capability in order to achieve the

strategic goal. Modernization reflects the expansion of national ambition. In a multipolar



world, India is seen as a responsible power. Currently, India is the most dominant power in
the Indian Ocean. The Indian defense industry has significant political, institutional, and
cultural hurdles, as well as a military-industrial complex that continues to struggle in
producing contemporary defense gear. There is an urgent need to boost indigenization and

manufacturing in the Indian defense sector.

Experts point to a number of structural weaknesses in India's defense institution and
civil-military ties as fundamental obstacles to the country's military modernization goals.
Because India's defense requirements are projected to rise in the near future as a result of the
changing security landscape, indigenous development of contemporary defense hardware and
technology will likely remain a top priority. Nevertheless, the Indian Government have
committed to undertake significant and far-reaching reforms in the Indian Armed Forces in
order to improve their combat capabilities over time. A great deal is necessary to achieve
India’s strategic goals, and a well-adapted and modernized military plays a critical role in

achieving them.
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